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Essentiel Antwerp
A success story 
unique in the 
Belgian fashion 
landscape
What started out as a basic T-shirt collection in 1999 grew 
into a colorful Ready-to-Wear collection for men and women. 
Besides 40+ own points of sales in Belgium, France, Spain, 
The Netherlands, Germany and UK, you will also find our 
collection in numerous multi-brand stores both nationally and 
internationally…

The Essentiel Antwerp success story is unique in Belgium. 

Esfan Eghtessadi, the son of Nicole Cadine (fashion 
designer), grew up in a world of textiles, sketches and fashion 
collections. Inge Onsea, his wife, was a fashion model who 
spent five years in India where she fell in love with colors, 
prints and unique color combinations.

In 1999 Esfan and Inge take their chance and launch a T-shirt 
collection on the market. The range consisted of four models 
in twenty different colours, essential basic garments that are 
necessary in every wardrobe. The young couple's apartment 
served as a showroom, and the T-shirts sold like hot cakes. 
After a year, the first store opened in Antwerp. Four seasons 
later, knitwear, jackets, dresses, shirts and trousers in trendy 
colors, new materials and an entire new range of accessories 
were added to the collection. 

Essentiel Antwerp was born as a full-fledged Ready-to-Wear 
collection. 

An out-and-out success! Following an unexpected triumph 
at the Who's Next fair in Paris, Essentiel Antwerp opens 
boutiques in Knokke, Brussels, Antwerp, Leuven, Hasselt and 
Bruges. From one victory to another, the determination to 
undertake a next step is as great as ever. In 2004, Essentiel 
Antwerp launches its first men's collection. The existing 
stores are complemented with a Men's Corner, while men only 
stores are opened in Antwerp, Knokke and Leuven.
This development has also spread abroad, with new points
of sales opening in France, the UK, Spain, Germany,
The Netherlands and China. 
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the next
chapters 

Essentiel Antwerp nowadays stands for refreshing, offbeat & 
luxurious fashion, renowned for its graphic or floral prints and 
trendy mixes of color. Both the men and women collections 
are rich, unique and accessible.  

Essentiel Antwerp’s international ambitions have been 
growing over the last years.
In France, it has begun its expansion through the opening of 
own stores in Paris (Le Marais, Saint Honoré), in parallel with 
corners in the best French department stores: Le Printemps 
and Les Galeries Lafayette. This expansion will continue 
throughout Paris and France in order to increase both 
Essentiel Antwerp's French and international exposure and 
brand awareness.
In Spain Essentiel Antwerp opened two stores in 2016: in 
Marbella and Mallorca.
Closer to home we also opened multiple stores in The 
Netherlands since 2016 followed by a first store in Germany
in 2017.
Essentiel Antwerp has been exploring new territories and 
found seasoned business partners to represent it widely 
within Europe and also globally in China, Japan and Eastern 
Countries… Since 2014 Essentiel Antwerp opened numerous 
stores in South Korea, Switzerland and recently China through 
local partners.

to be continued...
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Essentiel Antwerp at a glance

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

POS

2

3

4

6

9

10

12

15

20

23

27

28

• Creation of the Belgian fashion brand Essentiel Antwerp

• First international showing at the “Who's Next” trade show in Paris (Women)
• Opening of our first Flagship store in Antwerp
• In-house visual merchandising team

• Dramatic increase of the number of wholesale points all over the world

• Major wholesale Agent in France

• Major wholesale Agent in The Netherlands, Spain & Italy

• Creation of our first Men's collection
• First showing at the “White” Trade Show in Milan
• First showing at the Copenhagen International Fashion Fair
• Reinforcement of the styling studio to increase focus and specialties (woven, Jersey, knit,
   accessories…)

• First steps in the strategic plan of a new lifestyle concept: women and men's clothes, furniture,
   cosmetics and decoration

• First store in France: Paris
• Creation of a new program of dynamical bi-weekly visual merchandising

• Opening of our Asian office in Hong-Kong
• Second flagship store (600m²) on Brussels' most famous avenue
• Concession in London Fenwick Department Store
• First showing at the “Pitti Uomo” Exhibition in Firenze (Men)
• First Men's store in Antwerp

• Second store in France: Lille
• Concession in the Parisian “Bon Marché”

• Reinforcement of the retail chain and start of refurbishing existing stores
• Fashion Show with the international press for Essentiel Antwerp's 10 years birthday

• Adding of intermediate Flash & Capsule collections to the seasonal main collections

• New single HQ in Antwerp (1.500m² with a 500m² Showroom)
• New store in “Le Marais”, Paris

• Launch of our online store
• New store in the “Quartier St Honoré”, Paris
• Concession in the “Le Printemps - Haussmann”, Paris
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Today, we count 55 Essentiel 
Antwerp stores, 220 employees,
a 15+ styling office and we are sold 
in 35 countries through more than 
900+ multi-brand stores.

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

POS

29

33

35

40

47

55

• Development of the first pre- and beach collections, leading to 9 collections per year
• Creation of a visual merchandising central laboratory
• First showing at new trade shows: Coterie (New York) and Scoop (London)
• Concession in “Harvey Nichols”, London

• Launch of stores in Korea
• New corner: Galeries Lafayette (Paris)
• First showing at new trade shows: Premium (Berlin), Capsule (Paris)

• Own Showroom in Düsseldorf to develop Germany, Austria and Switzerland
• Further expansion in Korea

• New Essentiel Antwerp stores:
 - Spain: Marbella & Mallorca
 - Launch of Switzerland: Zürich
 - Launch of The Netherlands: 2 in Amsterdam
• Major wholesale distributors for Eastern countries, China & Japan
• Own showroom in Paris (Rue Cambon) to develop France and the international wholesale market

• New Essentiel Antwerp stores:
 - The Netherlands: Haarlem & s’Hertogenbosch
 - Launch of Germany: Köln & 3 corners at Kadewe Group (Münich, Berlin, Hamburg)
 - Launch of China: Guangzhou
• Own Showroom in Madrid to develop Spain & Portugal

• New Essentiel Antwerp stores:
 - New Women flagship store in Antwerp
 - The Netherlands: Rotterdam, Utrecht & Maastricht
 - China: Hainan, ...
• Start corners’ openings in Spanish department store El Corte Inglès: 2 in Madrid, Marbella,
   Valencia, …
• Expected further stores’ deployment in Germany, France, Spain, Switzerland…
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We want to 
battle boredom

Our Mission

We want to be 
your pink pill

We want to
dress your 
emotions
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Optimize our
internal processes 

and supply-chain to 
increase profitability

Ensure constant sales 
dynamics through 

multiple collections
per year

Our vision

Expand Essentiel 
Antwerp's image 

globally through the 
right choice

of local distribution

Increase the choice
of accessories 
to broaden our 

customers' reach

Become and
remain the undisputed 

leader in affordable 
fashion
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Learning by 
doing

We believe in trial and error. 
We trust our gut feeling and 

emotions

Celebrate life
We work hard, but we only do 

things that give us energy

Keep it 
surprising

We encourage and develop
wild big ideas.

Our ambition is to make a
difference

Our values

Integrity
We are uncompromising

about our integrity and are
driven by an interest in

the world and our clients

Permanent 
questioning

We stay alert.
We challenge ourselves.

There is no status quo

Passion is key
We are passionate in 

everything we undertake
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Our showrooms
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Our shops
From top to toe, from fixtures to fittings, attention to detail 
is paramount in our Essentiel Antwerp shops. The in-house 
interior design team create retail spaces to make you feel 
completely at home in the Essentiel Antwerp world: shopping 
destinations where the collections do the talking.

Wherever you are in the world, you will immediately recognise 
an Essentiel Antwerp shop which is characterised by
 Recurring signature pieces, such as, the home-designed 
counter, the customized garment rails, soft sink-into couches 
and compositions of well-framed pictures.
 Layered textures - nothing too plain, unexpected colour-
palettes and an eclectic mix of contrasts.
 We respect the uniqueness of each location and blend the 
identity of the city with our brand ethos and aesthetic.
 Last but not least, we focus on the customer. We provide 
a tailored, professional service in intimate, convivial 
surroundings.

So come in, peruse our collections and let our staff offer you 
the best customer service.
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Contact
ESSENTIEL ANTWERP HEADQUARTERS
Arenbergstraat 21
2000 Antwerp
Belgium

CALL US
+32 (0)3 201 13 80

EMAIL US
info@essentiel-antwerp.com

ESSENTIEL ANTWERP  WEBSITE & ONLINE SHOP
www.essentiel-antwerp.com


